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The Genesis of Indefinite Pronouns in Japanese and Korean 
KOH'an (In) nml. Jflpnn(',;c (1b) ('xf'rnplify;) rrosslingllistkally wdl-n1t.('sl{'ri patteI'll wllf'rr indcfinijr 

pronollns ,U'(' ('omIXlsf'r1 of an intf'lTog{1tivc word nnd an interrogative partiri£'. 

(I) 
a. ~Iina-kn. mllPs-in-kn-Iul S8~stn 

Mine-NOM what.-he-Q-ACC honght. 

'Mina bought snmf'thing' 

b. f..Iinn-ga nani-ka-o Imtb'l 

Mino-NOM whal-Q-ACC honght. 

'l\linn bought something' 

In this pnprr w(' prf'sc'nl a Df'W flcrrmnt of f h(' diachronic <i('\',.[opnwnl [or ~llrh pronoun,,;, all ;\{'­

count better f'.l1pportf'd b.-v t.he historical file-f.;.; than trf'atmcnts in the typoiogicnilit(>rnturc (11I1s1)('1-

mat.h 1997) ~nd in pWYiOllS sturi.if':s f0('11s(,(1 0ll ,lflpnnc,';(> 

Hftsprlmath (1907) argu('s thnt. thr grnmmntir,dizHtion of indrflnitrs r('snlts from reduction of a 

con['(:ssiYe ('onclition<11 rlflllS(, of the hAsk form [Mina hough.l .<!om.rthing, .. I1.'lwll:/}I'r if-I may hpj (p. 

136). Althollgh hi::; Rnn!ysis is clOSe' to the yif'W we aclopt in thii' P8Pf'f, tilt' prf'cisf' S011r("(' he po~it.s 

docs not matrh tIl(' .Jnpnncsp fwd Kore()n facts, bcnl.UsP in t.!w:;;p IrlI1gl\l"lgcs ('onrcssivc f:onditioll­

als are not rprdizf'd by 'inl('fwgntiw'.\\"ord + int('rrogahw~.prtrtidf" but by :intrrrogntiw"I.worci + 
Sf:nI8r.foclls.partkk' (e.g. Korr'fHl -tunci 'any at all', Ja.paof'sf' mo ;cvcn'). 

On the other hand, .hiprmf'sf' histori(':al gnlmmarinns (e.g. Ogawa 1976-77, Yamaguchi 1990, 

"\Y<lti"lDl1hr 2(02) hmT dn.in1C'd that indefinite pronouns sl1ch a..<; nnnil'n_ in (lb) originntf' from thf> 

J;(lko.rimusllhi, fOCllS in1rrrogntiyc pnttf'Tn in (2). 

(2) Yo-no fito-goro-ni nani-wo kllmo ko£i-to-[8 ifu 

\vorld-GEN p('rson-rcspf'rtively-DAT what-ACC Q love-quote-TOP say 

'\Vhat oo('s (,<lch prr~on ronsirlrr low' ?' Ise A/oT!ogafari 10th C. 

Howrn;rr, this nnnlysis [nils to nrrol1nt both for the Korf'An dAta, and for an nddition<ll Jnpnnesp 

inrldlnitf' prononn pattrrn consisting of 'inl f'fwgntivc.word + yarn' as in (3). h(,{,<lnsc hoth of 1 ]ws(' 

pMtf'rnc; me ('ompktcly inrkpcnol'nt from kakarimtLslIhi 

(3) mtni-yam-gll mune-nj-fa ari-te kuti-fe de-zu. 

what-yara-N011 heart-DAT-TOP exist.-C00fJ mOllt h-OIR ('omp.llp-NEG. 

'1 hnv(' :"onwthing to sny: b1lt I ('annot 1-('11.' lldllkimomizi 1706 

"\Vc Pl"Opos(' thnt inddinit(' pronouns originate [mm mntrix-ndjoiw--'o Wh-'lll('slions (:-('(' Lce 1997. 

Takamiyn 20f)-1, Kinllhata et <1.1. to "PI)(>l-1.r for the sam(' :;011f('(' for similnr difff'["f'nt constrnctirHls). 

(4) a. TIIAYTUKTIlYEN-i na-m in ka lw.;ut hyc-y SYEYKAN-ay 

na-syl-1.-m in ka i khun KWANGMYENG-i ZIPPPANG-ay t.a 

emcrge-HO:--l-:\nIL is Q this big light-NOM 10.rlirf'rtioll-in all 

pidw,:isy-R.s-t a 

shine-HON-PAST-DEC 

'\Vas it the i3norlhn-h(,RYf'O f'nwrging, was it the Bllrldhll ('merging into t.1l(> world, this 

grPFlt light ShOllf' in R.ll th(' tf'n dirertionF.' Pf'ph",nk)Tng ('ohn)" 3.106h 1463 

h. Sono oTllofi-no tllmori-ni ka Yokoh\lf'-fa horlrmnll si~itn 

that. thonght-GE:.I fH'(,lUHlIlat('-COp1l1n Q Yokohlll>TOP _ .. soon died. 

(Did she worry a. lot, Yoknhll(> di(>(-1 right nWclY_) Amnknsnhrtn I-lcikr_ 1592 

The nrljoincd qHf'stion pnttprn j.<; abllndnntly attf'sted in KOfP<l.n nnrl.Jflpnocs(' throllgh thrir history. 

P;:u1d!rl pat.terns O(,("lIt' wit h ('ndings sl1('h Fl." !Jrlra(nlll) [I glll'ss] in J;JpllnCSf', thf' .s-oHref' of thf' mociC'rn 
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pnrt idf' yam. 

(5) Nan-to omofnre-::·;nhufnfi-keru y{lrfl~, kallto-rno ofoscrmT-snlnll'afa-zl1. 

what-QUO think-POL-Past yara this-also say.HON-POL-NEG 

'\VhR.i aiel he think, he snirl nothing 1.0 nw.' Kakllichibon Boike 11th C. 

The 8djoinf'n CInestion analysis giv('s 11 single a.C(:Olmt for the genrsis of indefinite pronouns of Korean 

and Japnll(':"e. It 1.1150 rloes not- suffer from an additional ddrct of t 1lf' ka&'1rimusuhi H('('Ollnl.: thc fart, 

that. there is an flpproximlllciy 100 year gap, ('orrf'sponding roughly to the 17th ('cntmy, hf'hVCf'11 

the rlisnppcarnnc(' of ,Japrm('~(' krlkarimu$u!Ji fino th(' cOlCTgenCf' of inddinite pronoulls with ka _ 

\\Te cxplain th(' chang(' in stru('t.ure and tlu' mPflning in dd.ail. In f'xarnpk.s snch a~ (1) ~md (5), 

the source !'trndlUT cousists of a wh-(jllcstion l1lflri{('O with ka, in-ka or yam arljoincrl to fl matrix 

cirrlaraliv(' dn11s('. The intcrrogativ(~/jllclcfinite mnhignity npp('ars in f'x<lmpJcs like the following 

invoh-ing fln ncijoinco phrns(' in kn/in.ka 

(6) ft. Enrpy-pllthf'(-)in{-)Im k:llll-i salacy-e pelin Illlkkim-i tu-n-t[t-. 

whcn-from(-)is(-)Q fall-NOM disappear end.up feding-:--IO~1 get-PilES-DEC 

L 'From when was it, I got the f('('ling thnt frill had disnpP<'flH'o.' 

ii. 'From some point I got the f('('ling that. fall hao disnpPf'nr('o.' 

b. ltll-karCl ka, kirui-wo siti-ni ma-o 

when-from Q clothes-ACe pRwn-to inlcrvnl-ACC rrofising 

i. 'From when was it, I hnv(' hC(,Il making ('nos n1('('t- pawning dot 11('5.) 

ii. 'From som(' point., I h8\,('- heen making ('nos n1f'f't p<lwning doth('s,' Tf'nnonmijimn 1720 

The rf'annlysis diminat('s tlH' int(,lTogntivc inir-rpl'f'tntion of the l'tojoinf'd material correspond­

ing to (i). In sf'mnnfk t.f'rms, the intNprctl1tion of the adjunct chl"lnges from a wh Clllestion, 

t.hat is, the set of proposition~ ohtainerl by suhstituting for the int('-rrogativc pronoun: '\p[3:r[p = 
I ha1'( m.adr fnds mr:r:t from xll (Hamhlin. 1973), to an cxistential indcfinit(', associatc>d with t.hf' 

intf'rprdation :3xlJ hm:r 7T/,adr ('nds /nut from xJ. As we see in (6) for both bngungrs, when ka 

Ritach0,.<; to nn Rdjoincd phrfls(" t.he int.crrognt.ivc int('rprctntion of wh - ka/in.ka is still flvnilahlr. 

But nllCP t.he intcrrog;Jf.i\"c word is fully 1"('analyz('d ('1$ an inddinitc, it may occur in a. dRtls<'-intrnw.l 

DP poc;ition a:- in the> following ('xnmplc::;. 

(7) a. ~Wllkl1(-)n(-)ka-kn mun-ut tWlltuiy-ess-t.fI 

som('onc-;-..rOI\1 door-ACC knoek.on-PAST-DEC 

(Someone knocked on the rioor.) 

b lnuctll nnni-ka syooUsi-tl' octciku 

Iml0.f-IJ ~orn('f,hing IInd('r:-tand-CONJ go.ollt 

IUIl('tll lInd('rst.ano ~om('thing and go ont.) T('ikrnofanfl. 1807 
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